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Yascha Mounk argues that liberal democracy is facing an unprecedented global crisis, marked by the rise of
authoritarian populism from the United States to Europe and Asia. He identifies a fundamental decoupling
of the system’s two core pillars: liberalism (individual rights and the rule of law) and democracy (the popular
will). This split has produced two unstable political forms: "illiberal democracy," where the majority ignores
minority rights, and "undemocratic liberalism," where technocratic elites make decisions insulated from the
public voice.

Mounk highlights three structural drivers behind this decline. First is the stagnation of living standards; for
the first time in generations, many citizens feel their children will be economically worse off than themselves,
eroding trust in the system. Second is the transition to multiethnic societies, which has triggered a cultural
backlash among those who feel their traditional identity is threatened. Third is the rise of social media,
which has dismantled traditional political gatekeepers (media and parties), allowing populists to bypass
filters and spread polarizing messages directly. Together, these economic, cultural, and technological shifts
have transformed liberal democracy from a seemingly permanent fixture into a vulnerable system under

siege.
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